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1. MALE, ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY, CALLED POLITICAL 
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COUNSELOR TO FCO THIS AFTERNOON APRIL 18 TO RECEIVE BRI 
TISH REPLY TO U.S. NOTE ON VIET NAM WHICH AMBASSADOR 
DELIVERED TO FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAGHAN APRIL 1 1 . TEXT 
OF BRITISH NOTE FOLLOWS IN TWO. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 
PRESENT THEIR COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND HAVE THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE 
EMBASSY'S NOTE NO. 7 OF THE 1 1TH OF APRIL 

THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AND PARTICULARLY 
THE HUMAN SUFFERING THERE, ARE OF DEEP CONCERN TO HER 
MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT AND TO THE BRITISH PEOPLE. THE IN- 
TERESTS OF COMMON HUMANITY REQUIRE OEACE IN THE AREA 
AND THAT MILITARY OPERATIONS SHOULD CEASE. HMG WOULD 
WELCOME PROGRESS TOWARDS A POLITICAL SOLUTION COMPATIBLE 
WITH THE AGREEMENT ON ENDING THE WAR AND RESTORING PEACE 
IN VIETNAM SIGNED AT PARIS ON THE 27TH OF JANUARY 1973. 



HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT REMAIN WILLING TO LEND 
THEIR SUPPORT TO ANY INITIATIVE WHICH MAY LEAD TO THIS 
RESULT. THEY HAVE THEREFORE GIVEN THE MOST EARNEST 
AND CAREFUL THOUGHT TO THE PROPOSAL OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, BUT HAVE CONCLUDED REGRET- 
FULLY THAT FOR THE PRESENT NO ACTION OPEN TO HER MAJESTY' 
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE LIKELY TO CONTRIBUTE TO A RESOLUTION 
OF THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT ARE KEEPING THE SITU- 
ATION UNDER CONSTANT REVIEW, AND WILL REMAIN IN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH THE U.S. GTQERNMENT AS THEY WILL WITH THE 
MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND OTHER INTERESTED 
PARTIES. 

MEANWHILE, AS A PRACTICAL CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS 
THE ALLEVIATION OF HUMAN SUFFERING, THEY HAVE RECENTLY 
MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO PROVIDE FURTHER HUMANITARIAN AID TO 
ASSIST THOSE AFFECTED THROUGHOUT VIETNAM. END QUOTE. 
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3. MALE SAID THAT BRITISH DO NOT REPEAT NOT INTEND TO 
PUBLISH NOTE. ONLY IF PRESSED WILL THEY STATE PUBLICLY 
THAT THEY HAVE REPLIED TO U.S. NOTE. BRITISH REPLY TO 
U.S. WILL BE SENT TO BRITISH MISSIONS IN EC CAPITALS FOR 
TRANSMISSION AS CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION TO EC PART- 
NERS. 
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4. COMMENT: BRITISH DECISION TO HANDLE THEIR REPLY AS 
CONFIDENTIAL CONFORMS TO STATEMENTS CALLAGHAN MADE TO 
AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON APRIL 11. BRITISH OFFICIALS ARE 
CLEARLY DISCOMFITED BY DEVELOPMENTS IN INDO CHINA AND 
THE DIVERGENCE BETWEEN U.S. AND THEMSELVES, WHILE STICK 
ING PRIVATELY TO LINE CALLAGHAN TOOK WITH AMBASSADOR 
LAST WEEK. CALLAGHAN IS, AS WE REPORTED EARLIER THIS 
WEEK, DISTURBED BY EFFECTS ON US-EUROPEAN DIALOGUE OF 
LEAKS IN DUBLIN AND LUXEMBOURG OF SECRETARY'S ORAL DE- 
MARCHE TO EC NINE, AND OFFICIAL BRITISH PUBLIC STANCE ON 
VIET NAM HAS IN ALL RESPECTS REFLECTED CALLAGHAN'S ASSU- 
RANCES TO AMBASSADOR THAT HMG WOULD NOT ACCENTUATE US-UK 
DIFFERENCES. MILLER 
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